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Just in Passing — 


Tas Hospital of 
Jesus of Nazareth, the first hospital in 
Amcriza, was established by the con- 
queror Don Hernan Cort’s in tne City 
of Mexico about 1527. Our cover ce- 
sign this month shows a view of the 
upper corridor facing the courtyard. 
Despite the fact that the rulers of 
Mexico are attempting to stamp out 
religion, this old institution is still run 
with go.ernment approval by Catholic 
Sisters, as it has been since its opening. 
The hospital was originally called the 
immaculate Conception, being known 
by that name until about the year 1630 
\whon a miraculous image of Jesus of 
Nazareth was won in a contest between 
five in:tit :tions. The name was then 
changed to the Hospital of Jesus of 
Nazareth. ‘he building in which the 
hos} ital is situated is of colonial de- 
sign and is well lighted and airy. The 
in .rmaries form a transept and where 
they join the little chapel is located, 
which is convenient for those who wish 
to attend the religious ceremonies with- 
out havine to leave their rooms. Pa- 
tients are cared for without regard to 
race or creed, as provided by the 
founder. A considerable part of the 
funds bequeathed by Cortés are still 
held by the hospital. 


Ox IX swallow does 


not make a summer. Although it is 
not our usual policyto present our read- 
ers with much material not written 
expressly for them, we make an excep- 
tion to our practice in the small hospi- 
tal symposium presented in this issue. 
Most of the articles in the symposium 
section (Pages 49 to 59, inclusive) are 
convention papers presented at the 


May meeting of the Tri-State Hospital 
Association held in Chicago. We think 
these discussions of public relations, 
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accounting, standards for records, 
nursing and staff organization in the 
small hospital of sufficient interest to 
our readers to deviate slightly from 
our regular path. Don’t you agree that 
this section makes a pleasant and note- 
worthy companion piece to our March 
portfolio of small hospital plans? 


i HE need for hos- 
pital morbidity statistics comparable 
in volume and accuracy to those for 
births and deaths. is obvious, but a sat- 
isfactory method of assembling the 
data has not so far been worked out. 
Dr. Charles F. Bolduan of the depart- 
ment of health of New York City has 
recently revived a plan he made in 
1913, and will describe it in the August 
issue showing how the mass of hospital 
morbidity data may be employed for 
statistical study with relative ease. The 
proposed system which is based on a 
“discharge certificate” does not impose 
on any hospital the adoption of a par- 
ticular nomenclature of disease. 


Ps. of us occa- 


sionally wish for a yardstick with 
which to measure our depth of under- 
standing of our jobs. Hospital super- 
intendents who feel this urge may 
apply to themselves an acid test when 
the August MODERN HOSPITAL presents 
them with three sets of examination 
questions. These questions have been 
made available to us by the officials 
who recently conducted a series of civil 
service examinations for the positions 
of general medical superintendent and 
medical superintendent of a municipal 
hospital and superintendent of a home 
for dependents. If you wish to check 
yourself see what you can do with one 
set of questions in four hours, the time 
allotted to the candidates in the ex- 
aminations referred to. 


S URPLUS beds to 
a hospital are as reserve forces to an 
army. In both cases unnecessary 
reserve means extravagance but a 
reasonable reserve is essential to ade- 
quacy. Doctor Rankin will tell in the 
August issue wherein lies the margin 
of safety for the small rural hospital 
as compared with the large urban in- 
stitution. 
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his readers with subtlety! It now ap- 
pears that a few persons thought we 
were opposing the convention. Noth- 
ing, of course, could be further from 
our thoughts. If we erred — which we 
are not yet ready to concede — we did 
so only by assuming a high I. Q. on 
the part of our readers. 


S OME months ago 
Dr. R. C. Buerki declared in this 
magazine that hospital capital dollars 
were not giving their full service 
value. Next month the subject is to be 
considered from a different point of 
view by Dr. Nathan S. Davis III. Doc- 
tor Davis is well able to represent the 
medical profession as he is the third 
in a direct line to have achieved na- 
tional prominence in medical affairs 
of this country. 


In a cooperative 
study of staff relationships in 1,332 
voluntary hospitals in cities and towns 
of less than 250,000 population, the 
A. M. A. and the A. H. A. found that 
only 73 per cent of the hospitals had 
organized staffs and 66 per cent had 
courtesy staffs. The average organ- 
ized staff in these hospitals consists 
of 26 physicians and the average 
courtesy staff of 20. Staff meetings 
are usually held monthly and over 50 
per cent attendance was claimed by 
71 per cent of the hospitals having 
staffs. About half the hospitals invite 
the courtesy men. On the average, 
15.9 per cent of the hospital’s patients 
are admitted by the courtesy staff. In 
all of these factors there were wide 
geographic variations. 


FLASHES FROM THIS ISSUE: 

“By telephoning the principal pro- 
duce houses and meat dealers for 
anticipatory prices on fresh vege- 
tables, fruits and meats, and consult- 
ing with the storekeeper as to staples 
and canned goods on hand, one can 
have a fairly clear picture of what 
may be expected for the week.” Page 
94. 


“Group hospitalization has a com- 
munity appeal and its sale to the pub- 
lic should be initiated by campaign 
methods.” Page 44. 


“At least one-third of the surgical 
patients in Chicago’s general hospitals 
could be adequately served in prop- 
erly managed and equipped institu- 
tions for convalescent care.” Page 56. 


“There are certain basic principles 
which must apply in the construction 
of the maternity department of a gen- 
eral hospital.” Page 82. 
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